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INSIDE  N.I 


MEMBERSHIP  CHAIRMAN’S  REPORT 


September,  1993  Applications  for  Membership:  The  following  persons  have  applied 
for  membership.  If  no  written  objections  are  received  by  November  1,  1993,  their 
membership  will  become  effective  on  that  date. 

2421  Ben  L.  Schranil,  6255  Prestonshire  Lane,  Dallas,  Texas  75225 

(Roman,  Greek,  Bohemian) 

2422- MT  Barnes  Barton,  P.  O.  Box  9,  Raymond,  MS  39154-0009 

(Foreign  Coins  & Paper) 

2423- MT  William  W.  Pahl,  834  Lavon  Drive,  Pensacola,  Florida  32506 

(Philippine  Coins,  Medals,  Tokens) 


LIBRARIAN’S  REPORT 

I.  Acknowledgement  is  made  below  to  those  who  have  donated  material  to  the  NI 
Library: 

George  A.  Fisher,  Jr. 

KC20.FisG:  1990:FD 

FISHER,  GEORGE  A.,  JR. 

Fisher’s  Ding  (An  exhaustive  attempt  to  make  the  Ding  Fubao  catalog 
of  Chinese  Coins  useful  to  the  Western  collector.) 

Pub.  1990,  251pp,  illus. 

Dale  Seppa 

WC70.TatJ:R970:EDP 
TAYLOR,  J. 

The  economic  development  of  Poland  1919  to  1950. 

1970  reprint  of  1952  work,  222pp,  not  illus. 

II.  In  addition  to  the  above  we  would  like  to  thank  Dale  Seppa  for  his  gift  of  other 
numismatic  material  which  is  in  the  process  of  being  catalogued;  and  to  Thomas  A 
Schillinger  for  his  generous  donation  of  numismatic  material  to  the  Library. 

Granvyl  G.  Hulse,  Jr.,  Book  Librarian 
James  D.  Haley,  Periodical  Librarian 
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ALEXANDRU  ION  CUZA, 
FIRST  PRINCE  OF  ROMANIA 


Peter  S.  Horvitz,  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania,  NI  # 2215 

The  first  coins  issued  for  the  modem  country  of  Romania  appeared  in  1867,  during 
the  reign  of  Romania’s  second  sovereign,  Prince  Carol  I.  However,  attempts  had  been 
made  to  establish  a national  coinage  during  the  reign  of  the  first  prince  of  united 
Romania,  Alexandru  Ion  (Alexander  John)  Cuza.  Moreover,  the  reign  of  Prince  Cuza 
was  marked  by  a varied  issue  of  medals. 

Prince  Cuza  (1820-1873)  first  came  to  the  throne  of  Romania  in  1859,  when  the 
legislative  bodies  of  both  Wallachia  and  Moldavia  elected  Prince  Cuza  as  their  ruler. 
Previous  to  this  time,  the  two  countries,  both  under  the  suzerainty  of  the  Ottoman 
Empire,  had  been  forced  to  accept  separate  rulers  with  the  title  of  "hospodar", 
meaning  "lord"  or  "governor".  Until  1822,  the  hospodars  were  of  Greek  origin, 
chosen  from  certain  distinguished  families  living  in  Constantinople,  the  Phanariotes. 
From  1822,  the  hospodars  were  selected  from  distinguished  Romanian  families. 

The  election  of  the  Moldavian  Cuza  to  lead  both  countries  under  the  title  of  "prince" 
was  an  act  of  defiance  to  the  Porte  and  resulted  in  the  de  facto  unification  of  the 
Romanian  territories.  The  Turkish  government  did  not  officially  accept  this  reality 
until  1861,  when  it  bowed  to  pressure  and  officially  proclaimed  the  new  state  under 
the  name  of  Romania.  Later,  other  areas  would  be  joined  to  this  core  to  form  an  even 
larger  nation. 

During  his  reign,  Cuza  boldly  instituted  reforms  that  led  to  his  unpopularity  among 
some  of  the  most  influential  elements  in  his  realm.  In  1866,  a military  coup  forced 
him  from  his  throne  and  into  exile,  from  which  he  would  never  be  allowed  to  return. 
He  would  die  abroad  in  1873. 

I first  became  aware  of  the  existence  of  pattern  coins  of  Prince  Cuza’s  reign  in  1981, 
when  I was  reading  the  outstanding  book  on  Romanian  coinage  of  Prof.  Aurelio 
Rauta,  Modem  Romanian  Coins  1867-1966  (Salamanca,  1974).  On  page  8 of  this 
book  there  is  a mention  of  these  pattern  issues.  I wrote  to  Prof.  Rauta  and  he 
generously  provided  the  information  in  the  following  paragraphs. 

There  are  three  known  pattern  coins  of  Cuza ’a  reign.  The  earliest  is  dated  1860.  The 
obverse  shows  the  crowned  united  arms  of  Wallachia  and  Moldavia.  The  legend  is 
PRINC.  UNITE  and  the  date  1860  is  at  the  bottom.  The  reverse  shows  the 
denomination  5 PARALE  in  a wreath.  The  coin  is  struck  in  bronze  and  measures 
22.5  millimeters.  It  weighs  8.28  grams. 

Two  patterns  were  struck  in  1864  in  denominations  of  5 sutimi  and  10  sutimi.  The 
5 sutimi  shows  the  bare  head  of  Cuza  facing  right.  The  legend  reads  ALECS  ANDRU 
IOAN  I.  The  reverse  has  the  legend  PRINCIPATELE  UNITE  around  a circle  of  dots, 
in  which  appears  the  denomination  5 SUTIMI  and  the  date  1864  in  three  lines.  At 
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the  bottom  of  the  reverse  are  the  initials  of  the  French  medalist  Adrien  de  Longp6rier. 
This  coin  also  measures  22.5  millimeters,  but  weighs  only  5.7  grams.  This  coin  is 
also  struck  in  bronze. 

Apparently  the  10  sutimi  coin  is  similar  to  the  5,  but  full  details  were  not  provided. 

I have  never  heard  of  any  of  these  early  Romanian  patterns  being  offered  for  sale  and 
I believe  that  these  pieces  must  be  quite  rare. 

The  medals  of  Cuza  also  seem  to  be  at  least  scarce.  It  took  me  over  fifteen  years  of 
searching  to  find  the  medal  that  illustrates  this  article.  During  that  same  time,  I was 
offered  for  sale  scores  of  medals  of  Carol  I and  subsequent  rulers  of  Romania. 

Cuza’s  medals  are  well  catalogued  in  Romanische  Medaillen  vom  Jahre  1600  bis 
einschliesslich  1900  by  Egon  Groner  (Bucharest,  1905).  Groner’s  book  does  not 
include  illustrations. 

There  exist  eleven  different  medals  of  Cuza’s  reign  that  bear  his  portrait.  The  earliest 
of  these  is  a 35  millimeter  lead  medal  commemorating  his  election  as  prince.  This 
medal  has  a three-quarter  facing  portrait  turned  to  the  right.  Another  1859  medal 
commemorates  the  unification  of  the  armies  of  Wallachia  and  Moldavia.  This  medal, 
which  measure  55  millimeters,  was  struck  in  both  silver  and  copper.  The  obverse 
bears  a facing  bust  of  the  prince. 


In  1864,  Romania  issued  a silver  military  award  medal  for  loyalty  and  courage.  The 
obverse  of  this  medal  bears  the  head  of  Prince  Cuza  facing  left. 


The  eight  remaining  portrait  medals  of  Cuza’s  reign  constitute  a series,  prize  medals 
awarded  at  various  agricultural  exhibitions  that  were  held  in  Romania  in  1864  and 
1865.  The  earliest  of  these  medals  seems  to  be  that  for  the  exhibition  at  Falticeni  in 
1864.  This  medal,  illustrated  above,  measures  58  millimeters  and,  like  all  of  these 
agricultural  prizes,  was  struck  in  both  silver  and  bronze.  The  obverse  of  this  medal 
bears  the  bust  of  the  prince  in  uniform  facing  left  This  medal  has  no  obverse  legend. 
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Apparently  this  particular  medal  was  considered  quite  desirable  in  the  period,  as 
Groner  warns  collectors  to  beware  of  copies  that  were  subsequently  made  of  this 
medal.  The  copies  are  easily  distinguishable,  as  they  measure  60  millimeters,  rather 
than  58.  The  reverse  is  quite  similar  to  the  other  agricultural  prizes,  a wreath  of 
agricultural  equipment,  products,  and  livestock  surrounding  the  relevant  inscriptions. 
The  other  seven  medals  differ  from  that  of  Falticeni  in  that  they  measure  59 
millimeters  and  the  portrait  of  Prince  Cuza  is  surrounded  by  the  legend 
ALECSANDRU  IOAN  I PRINCIPELE  ROMANII  and  the  appropriate  date.  These 
other  medals  were  issued  in  Bucharest  and  Jassy. 

Groner  lists  and  additional  six  medals  of  this  period  that  include  Cuza’a  name  in  their 
inscriptions,  though  they  do  not  portray  the  prince.  He  also  lists  another  eight  medals 
issued  in  Romania  during  the  period  of  1859-1866.  Another  medal  was  issued  in 
1866  to  mark  Cuza’s  overthrow.  Two  additional  portrait  medals  were  struck  in  1873 
and  1874  to  mark  Prince  Cuza’s  death  and  funeral. 

In  1991,  Romania’s  first  post-communist  government  issued  a brass-plated  iron  50  lei 
coin  depicting  Prince  Cuza,  again  in  military  uniform  and  facing  left.  Under  the  bust 
is  the  inscription  ALEXANDRU  IOAN  CUZA. 

******************************************************************** 

IT  WAS  THE  LAW 

In  Ine’s  Laws,  circa  693,  there  is  a regulated  sequence  of  fines  given.  These  fines  are 
estimated  in  payment  of  cattle  and  is  called,  "Nowt  Geld".  As  these  valuations  as 
recorded  were  not  subjected  to  subsequent  alterations,  it  is  probable  that  the  nowt-geld 
was  not  used  by  the  Anglo-Saxons  after  Ine’s  time.  In  Scotland,  however,  cattle 
payments  continued  to  the  reign  of  David  I (1124-1153) 

(Submitted  by  R.  R.  Kutcher) 

********************************************************************* 

" COLUMBIA  FARTHING”  STRUCK  BY  J.  MOORE? 

J.  Moore  is  credited  with  striking  the  English  "model"  coins  of  1/2,  1/4  down  to  1/32 
farthing.  Could  he  also  have  struck  the  "Columbia  Farthing",  a token  with  the  figure 
of  a head  and  the  word  COLUMBIA?  These  pieces  were  probably  struck  in  England 
and  intended  for  export,  probably  around  the  early  nineteenth  century.  It  is  also 
believed  that  J.  Moore  centered  his  work  in  Birmingham  as  did  most  minters  of  the 
day. 

********************************************************************* 

THE  GEELTJE 

The  Geeltje  was  a popular  Dutch  name  for  a gold  coin  and  is  derived  from  "geel" 
(yellow).  In  some  parts  of  Holland  the  term  Geelvink,  or  yellow-finch,  is  used  for 
a Ducat  or  any  gold  piece. 
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(Submitted  by  R.  R.  Kutcher) 


NAPOLEONIC  MEDAL 
MEDAL  MINT  VISITS 


David  Block,  Gainesville,  Florida,  NI  tt 894 

The  last  article  in  this  series  ended  with  the  exile  of  Napoleon  to  Elba.  With  the 
advent  of  Louis  XVIII  the  medal  mint  became  the  instrument  of  his  propaganda. 
Griffiths  published  ("The  end  of  Napoleon‘s  histoire  metallique"  in  "The  Medal", 
Spring  1991)  a list  of  the  planned  budget  for  the  royal  medal  mint  for  1814: 


Medals  of  the  allied  sovereigns  9400  francs 

First  three  medals  of  reign  of  Louis  XVIII  9000 

Gold,  silver,  and  bronze  medals:  Return  of  Louis  7500 
The  same  for  Louis’s  entry  into  Paris  4000 

Medals  for  the  funeral  of  Louis  XVI  4000 

Gold  medals  for  the  Salon  of  1814  5660 

Medals  for  the  king’s  collection  600 


The  "medals  of  the  allied  sovereigns"  must  refer  to  those  commemorating  the  medal- 
mint  visits  of  Alexander  of  Russia,  Francis  of  Austria,  and  Friedrich  Wilhelm  of 
Prussia.  These  medal-mint  visits  were  nothing  new;  for  many  years  that  mint  and 
its  collection  of  dies  for  striking  medals  has  been  the  pride  of  France.  The  mint 
catalog  of  1833  quotes  with  pride  Voltaire’s  "It  is  an  admirable  thing,  the 
arrangement  in  historical  order  of  these  punches  and  dies  in  the  part  of  the  Louvre 
occupied  by  artists.  They  are  worth  two  million,  and  most  of  them  are 
masterpieces." 

The  first  important  visitor  to  the  medal  mint  in  Napoleonic  times  was  the  pope,  who 
had  come  to  Paris  to  consecrate  Napoleon  Emperor  of  the  French.  There  is  some 
chicanery  involved  in  these  mint  visits.  Striking  the  40  mm  high  relief  medals  was 
not  as  simple  as  would  appear  from  the  following  account.  To  bring  up  the  high 
parts  of  the  image  on  these  medals  requires  several  strikes,  and  between  strikings 
the  medal-to-be  must  be  annealed,  softened,  since  its  metal  is  hardened  by  each 
strike  and  the  dies  will  rapidly  become  worn  or  even  damaged  if  the  intermediate 
annealing  is  dispensed  with.  The  high  relief  medals  struck  and  presented  during  the 
mint  visits  must  have  been  prepared  beforehand  and  a pretense  made  of  striking 
them  during  the  visit. 
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Bramsen  409 


Medal  mint  visit  of  Pope  Pius  VII 


40  mm 


The  medal  is  sufficiently  described  in  the  following  article  which  told  about  the  visit: 

"Then  His  Holiness  went  to  visit  the  Medal  Mint.  He  examined  in  the  greatest  detail 
all  the  operations  which  precede  the  minting  of  medals,  that  is  to  say,  the  forges, 
the  rolling  mills,  the  cutters  for  preparing  the  flans.  After  he  reached  the  presses, 
the  first  medal  was  struck  in  gold  and  presented  to  him  by  M.  Denon,  director  of 
the  Medal  Mint.  It  represents  His  Holiness  wearing  the  tiara  and  pontifical  robes, 
with  this  legend:  PIUS  VII,  P.M.  HOSPES  NEAPOLIONIS,  IMP.  [Pius  Seventh, 
Pontifex  Maximus  (Chief  Bridge  Builder,  a title  of  the  Roman  emperors  adopted  by 
the  popes),  guest  of  Napoleon,  Emperor]  On  the  reverse  is  this  inscription:  In 
January  1805,  H.H.  Pius  VII  visited  the  medal  mint. 

"The  second  medal  struck  likewise  represented  the  Holy  Father,  and  on  the  reverse 
the  Cathedral  of  Paris...  [Bramsen  350,  described  and  illustrated  in  this  Bulletin, 
April  1989,  p.82]  Then  the  director  had  the  large  medal  of  the  coronation  of  His 
Majesty  the  Emperor  [Bramsen  326,  same  bulletin,  p.  83]  struck  and  gave  it  too  to 
the  Holy  Father. 

"The  minting  of  the  first  two  medals  continued,  and  His  Holiness  distributed  them 
to  all  his  entourage.  Afterwards  the  director  took  him  into  the  cabinet  where  are 
placed  all  the  dies  and  punches  of  the  medals  struck  in  France  from  Louis  XII  to  the 
Emperor  Napoleon.  His  Holiness  viewed  with  a lively  interest  that  rich  collection, 
perhaps  unique,  or  at  least  the  largest  in  Europe. 

"The  medal  of  the  Holy  Father  executed  by  M.  Droz,  conservator  of  the 
establishment,  joins  to  a striking  resemblance  a very  precious  work;  one  must  hope 
that  it  will  be  possible  to  buy  copies;  everything  connected  to  the  great  event  which 
we  have  witnessed  is  a historical  monument." 

"Le  Moniteur  Universel",  10  January  1805 
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Although  the  crown  prince  of  Baden  visited  the  medal  mint  in  March  of  1806  and 
the  king  and  queen  of  Westfalia  in  November,  1807,  the  scarce  medals  commemo- 
rating their  visits  (Bramsen  518-520  and  671-72  respectively)  do  not  bear  their 
portraits  and  are  not  illustrated  here.  The  visit  of  the  crown  prince  was  in  connection 
with  his  marriage  to  Stephanie  Beauhamais,  a relative  of  Josephine  whom  Napoleon 
adopted  and  married  off  to  the  heir  to  the  State  of  Baden  to  cement  the  traditional 
alliance  between  France  and  Baden.  The  new  king  of  Westfalia  had  been  elected  by 
Napoleon,  thus  making  his  brother  Jerome  the  ruler  of  a buffer  state  between  France 
and  Prussia. 

Three  yeaxs  later  the  king  of  Saxony  was  in  Paris.  With  the  advantage  of  hindsight 
we  can  hypothesize  that  the  visit  was  connected  with  Napoleon’s  designs  against 
Russia,  although  I have  not  found  any  evidence  to  support  this  idea.  It  will  be 
remembered  that  Napoleon  had  installed  Freddy  as  ruler  of  the  Duchy  of  Warsaw, 
a buffer  state  designed  to  block  Russian  expansion  westward. 

Bramsen  883  Medal  Mint  Visit  of  the  King  of  Saxony  40  mm 


FREDERIC  AUGUSTE  ROI  DE  SAXE.  Bust  r.  In  field  below,  ANDRIEU  F. 
DENON  D.  Reverse:  Legend  HIS  MAJESTY  THE  KING  OF  SAXONY  VISITED 
THE  MEDAL  MINT  IN  DECEMBER  MDCCCIX. 


"Le  Moniteur"  did  not  find  room  for  a notice  of  this  visit,  lending  support  to  the 
idea  that  Napoleon  did  not  want  to  call  attention  to  the  presence  of  the  duke  of 
Warsaw  in  Paris. 

Two  mint  visits  were  commemorated  with  medals  in  1810,  the  victims  probably 
being  in  Paris  for  the  wedding  of  Napoleon  and  Marie  Louise: 
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Bramsen  939 


Visit  of  the  King  and  Queen  of  Bavaria 


40  mm 


Accollate  busts  r.,  signed  on  the  truncation  ANDRIEU  F.  and  in  the  field  below 
DENON  DIR.  Reverse:  legend,  THEIR  MAJESTIES  THE  KING  AND  QUEEN  OF 
BAVARIA  VISITED  THE  MEDAL  MINT  IN  FEBRUARY  MDCCCX. 

Bramsen  968  Medal  Mint  Visit  of  Archduke  Ferdinand  34  mm 


Bust  r.,  signed  beneath  BRENET  F.  DENON  D.  Reverse:  HIS  IMPERIAL 
HIGHNESS  THE  PRINCE  FERDINAND,  ARCHDUKE  OF  WURTZBURG, 
VISITS  THE  MEDAL  MINT  IN  JUNE  1810. 

Denon  conceived  the  notion  of  a series  of  medalets  modelled  after  ancient  Greek 
coins  but  portraying  various  imperial  ladies,  to  be  issued  upon  their  visits  to  the 
medal  mint.  Most  of  the  obverse  inscriptions  were  in  Greek,  although  French  was 
used  on  most  of  the  reverses.  Some  copies  of  these  little  medals  were  struck  free, 
giving  them  an  irregular  edge  and  increasing  their  resemblance  to  the  old  coins. 
Apparently  these  visits  never  took  place,  but  copies  of  these  medals  were  struck  and 
included  in  the  mint  sets  of  Napoleonic  medals  sold  in  1815-16,  and  copies  of  the 
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five  medals  are  today  quite  popular  at  the  mint’s  salesroom. 


Bramsen  1303  The  Empress  Marie  Louise 


23  mm 


Unnamed  female  bust  r.,  signed  ANDRIEU  F.  Reverse:  a medal  press,  above  ML 
in  a glory.  Exergue:  THE  EMPRESS  MARIE  LOUISE  HAS  HONORED  WITH 
HER  PRESENCE  THE  MEDAL  MINT,  1813. 

Bramsen  769  Queen  Hortense  23  mm 


OPTHEIA  BAEIAIEEA  (Queen  Hortense)  Female  bust  r.,  signed  below 
(monogram  of  the  Greek  letters  for  AND).  Reverse:  legend  HER  MAJESTY  THE 
QUEEN  HORTENSE  VISITS  THE  MEDAL  MINT. 

Hortense,  the  daughter  of  Josephine  and  so  step-daughter  of  Napoleon,  was  the  wife 
of  Napoleon’s  brother  Louis,  who  had  been  made  king  of  the  Netherlands.  The 
obverse  was  also  used  with  another  reverse  die  depicting  the  attributes  of  painting 
and  music  (Bramsen  767). 
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Bramsen  771 


Princess  Pauline 


23  mm 


IIAYAINA  EEBAETOY  AAEA$H  (Pauline,  sister  of  the  emperor)  Female  bust  r., 
signed  in  the  field  below  /N  (monogram  of  the  Greek  letters  for  AND).  Reverse: 
legend  HER  IMPERIAL  HIGHNESS  THE  PRINCESS  PAULINE  VISITS  THE 
MEDAL  MINT. 

Pauline,  one  of  Napoleon’s  sisters,  was  the  wife  (at  least  in  name)  of  Prince  Camille 
Borghese,  one  of  the  richest  men  in  Europe.  The  obverse  was  also  used  with  a 
reverse  depicting  the  three  Graces  (Bramsen  770). 

Bramsen  773  The  Queen  of  Naples  23  mm 


BAEIAIEEA  KAPOAINH  (Queen  Caroline)  Female  bust  r.,  signed  in  the  field  below 
BP  (Greek  letters  for  Brenet).  Reverse:  the  Neapolitan  bull  being  crowned  by  a 
flying  victory.  In  the  field  above  are  the  Greek  letters  AflH,  which  the  designer 
thought  represented  1808;  beneath  the  bull’s  pizzle  is  AEN,  for  Denon.  In  the 
exergue  is  NEofioAITfiN  (sic;  the  first  Q should  be  n),  of  the  Neapolitans.  The 
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alternate  version  of  this  medal,  Bramsen  772,  has  on  the  reverse  the  legend  HER 
IMPERIAL  HIGHNESS  THE  PRINCESS  CAROLINE,  THE  QUEEN  OF  NAPLES, 
VISITS  THE  MEDAL  MINT. 

Sister  Caroline  was  a queen  because  she  was  married  to  Napoleon’s  dashing  Marshal 
Murat,  whom  Napoleon  made  king  of  Naples  as  a booby  prize.  Caroline  had  been 
expecting  her  husband  to  be  made  king  of  Spain,  a position  given  to  Joseph. 

Not  in  Bramsen,  cf.776  Princess  Elisa  23  mm 


EAIEA  EEBAETOY  AAEA$H  Female  bust  r.,  signed  below  /N  (monogram  of  the 
Greek  letters  for  AND).  Reverse:  HER  IMPERIAL  HIGHNESS  THE  PRINCESS 
ELISA,  GRAND  DUCHESS  OF  TUSCANY,  VISITS  THE  MEDAL  MINT. 

Eliza,  the  oldest  of  Napoleon’s  three  sisters,  was  the  first  of  them  to  receive  a state 
from  him.  He  made  her  princess  of  Piombino,  adding  Lucca  and  Tuscany  later  to 
her  kingdom,  reportedly  after  she  stated  that  the  crown  of  Piombino  was  too  small 
for  her  head. 

The  illustrated  medal  was  struck  from  the  first  dies  cut  by  Andrieu  for  Elisa’s  medal 
mint  visit.  Laskey  relates  in  his  Description  of  the  series  of  medals,  p.236,  that 
Andrieu’s  original  dies  for  Elisa  broke  on  being  proved,  that  Andrieu  had  not 
completed  the  second  set  when  Napoleon  abdicated  for  the  second  time;  he  sold  his 
second  die  for  the  obverse  to  someone  in  England.  Uniface  strikes  from  this  second 
obverse  die  do  not  have  the  Greek  legend  and  are  signed  ANDRIEU  F.  rather  than 
with  the  Greek  monogram.  The  uniface  medal  struck  in  England  is  Bramsen  775. 
Bramsen  776  is  a copy  signed  by  Brenet  of  the  present  medal,  the  die  for  which  was 
perhaps  engraved  after  1830,  when  the  Paris  mint  had  resumed  production  of  the 


209 


Napoleonic  medals  and  commissioned  the  engraving  of  new  dies  to  replace  dies 
which  had  been  lost  or  were  worn  out. 

When  Napoleon  was  exiled  to  Elba  Denon  retained  as  one  of  his  charges  the  medal 
mint;  the  same  engravers  who  had  cut  dies  for  the  medals  celebrating  Napoleon’s 
exploits  now  cut  dies  for  their  new  master,  Louis  XVIII,  including  the  medals  of 
the  allied  sovereigns  commemorating  their  visits  to  the  medal  mint. 

Bramsen  1464  Emperor  Alexander’s  sojourn  in  Paris  40  mm 


ALEXANDER  I,  EMPEROR  OF  ALL  THE  RUSSIAS.  Bust  r.  Signed  on 
truncation,  ANDRIEU  F.  and  in  the  field  below,  DENON  D.  Reverse:  History, 
seated,  writes  on  a tablet  SOJOURN  OF  ALEX.  I IN  PARIS. 

(A  variety  of  this  medal  (Bramsen  1461)  has  a reverse  with  the  legend 
ALEXANDER  I,  EMPEROR  OF  ALL  THE  RUSSIAS,  VISITS  THE  MEDAL 
MINT,  1814. 

"Yesterday  the  Emperor  Alexander  went  to  visit...  the  Medal  Mint,  , where  he  was 
received  by  the  director  general  [Denon].  When  that  monarch  had  entered  the 
workrooms  many  medals  were  struck  in  his  presence.  One  of  them  was  an  old  medal 
of  which  the  establishment  possesses  the  dies,  which  was  engraved  at  the  time  of 
Peter  the  Great’s  travels  in  France.  On  one  side  is  seen  the  head  of  the  regent  and 
on  the  other  the  face  of  the  czar  and  that  of  Louis  XV,  still  a child,  with  this  legend: 
PETRI  RUSSORUM  AUTOKRATORIS  CUM  REGE  CONGRESSIO.  XDCCXVII 
[sic].  This  last  medal  recalls  a curious  anecdote.  When  the  czar  came  into  the 
presence  of  Louis  XV,  His  Majesty  did  not  know  what  etiquette  to  follow  with  the 
king,  who  was  hardly  eight  years  old;  listening  only  to  his  heart  and  to  avoid  all 
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difficulty,  he  took  the  young  prince  in  his  arms  and  embraced  him. 

"The  Emperor  Alexander  received  very  graciously  the  different  medals  and  had 
explained  to  him  in  detail  all  the  machines  used  in  their  fabrication.  His  Majesty, 
who  found  his  portrait  to  have  a great  resemblance,  deigned  to  express  his 
satisfaction  to  Mr  Andrieux  [sic],  one  of  our  better  engravers  and  member  of  the 
Imperial  Academy  of  Vienna. 

"In  one  of  the  workrooms  the  director  general  of  the  medal  mint  pointed  out  to  His 
Majesty  an  old  press  on  which  years  ago  had  been  struck  the  large  medal  for  the 
visit  of  Peter  the  Great.  At  the  same  time  he  had  the  honor  of  presenting  him  with 
a medal  of  the  size  of  32  lines,  on  one  side  of  which  is  the  head  of  Czar  Peter  and 
on  the  other  that  of  Emperor  Alexander.  His  Majesty  looked  with  emotion  at  the 
portrait  of  his  illustrious  ancestor  and  seemed  flattered  to  see  his  image  united  to  that 
of  that  great  prince. 

"After  having  visited  the  various  workrooms,  the  monarch  mounted  to  the  cabinet 
of  dies  and  punches.  He  examined  with  interest  that  large  collection,  which  offers 
the  series  of  the  most  memorable  events  which  have  occurred  in  France  since  Louis 
XII.  His  Majesty  said  that  he  took  great  pleasure  in  seeing  these  archives  of  the  most 
civilized  times  of  France  and  that  he  realized  how  important  it  was  for  a powerful 
nation  to  possess  a history  which  spoke  in  such  a way  to  the  eyes  and  which  was, 
so  to  say,  eternally  alive. 

"The  Moniteur",  26  May  1814 
Bramsen  1465  Emperor  Francis  visits  the  medal  mint  40  mm 


FRANCIS  I,  EMPEROR  OF  AUSTRIA.  Laureate  bust  r.,  signed  below  DENON 
D.  GAYRARD  F.  Reverse:  legend  HIS  MAJESTY  THE  EMPEROR  OF  AUSTRIA 
VISITS  THE  MEDAL  MINT  MDCCCXIV. 
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Bramsen  1466  King  Friedrich  Wilhelm  visits  the  medal  mint 


40  mm 


FRID.  WILH.  Ill,  KING  OF  PRUSSIA.  Uniformed  bust  r.  Signed  on  truncation 
GAYRARD  F.,  in  field  below  DENON  DT.  Reverse:  Legend  FRIEDRICH 
WILHELM  III  VISITS  THE  MEDAL  MINT  MDCCCXIV. 

The  list  of  at  least  one  of  the  mint  sets  sold  in  1814  or  1815  calls  for  a non-existent 
medal  commemorating  a mint  visit  by  Louis  XVIII.  Either  this  was  a scrivener’s 
error  or  such  a medal  was  planned  but  production  was  cancelled  by  Napoleon’s 
unexpected  return  from  Elba.  The  slightly  later  engraved  lists  call  instead  for  the 
following  medal: 

Bramsen  1410  Louis  XVIII  enters  Paris  40  mm 


LOUIS  XVIII,  KING  OF  FRANCE  AND  OF  NAVARRE.  Bust  r.,  signed  on 
truncation  ANDRIEU.  F.  Reverse:  A man  and  a woman  standing  in  a chariot  drawn 
left  by  two  horses,  being  welcomed  by  a man  and  woman  standing  with  upraised 
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arms.  Above  flies  a victory  bearing  a branch  (olive?).  Exergue:  LOUIS  XVIII 
ENTERS  PARIS,  3 MAY  1814.  Signed  BRENET. 


As  we  now  know,  this  triumph  of  Louis  was  upset  by  Napoleon’s  return  from  Elba, 
a return  which  will  begin  the  next  article  in  this  series. 


(This  article  is  the  fifteenth  in  a series  which  started  in  October  1985.  See  the 
following  issues  for  other  parts  of  the  series:  October  1985,  May  1987,  October 
1987,  June  1988,  November  1988,  April  1989,  November  1989,  April  1990, 
December  1990,  June  1991,  February  1992,  August  1992,  December  1992,  and 
March  1993.) 


******************************************************************** 


BIBLIOPHILES,  BIBLIOMANIACS,  BIBLIOGRAPHERS  & NUMOPHYLAX 

Robert  Turfboer  MD,  Joplin,  Missouri,  NI  #1960 

Bibliophiles  are  lovers  of  books,  bibliomaniacs  are  crazy  about  them,  but 
bibliographers  are  methodical  people  who  derive  pleasure  from  composing  complete 
lists  of  authors  and  their  brainchildren.  Among  numismatic  bibliographers  the  name 
of  Clain  Stefanelli  comes  to  mind  immediately,  by  now  of  classical  fame. 

But  famous  does  not  always  mean  first.  Even  before  1800  there  was  a fellow  by  the 
name  of  Lipsius  who  is  recognized  as  probably  the  Clain  Stefanelli  of  the  past  His 
numismatic  bibliography,  starting  1600  AD,  is  fascinating...  which  depends  of  course 
on  the  reader’s  personal  inclinations  and  taste. 

In  going  through  a borrowed  Lipsius  not  so  long  ago  I found  a small  item  which 
fitted  in  my  own  realm  of  curiosity.  It  was  a word  I had  never  seem  before  and  that 
word  was:  numophylacium.  Somebody  wrote  a book  about  the  Numophylacium 
Ampachianum.  With  the  aid  of  my  Greek  dictionary  I discovered  that  phylaka 
means  prison  and  phylake  means  watching  care,  keeping  guard.1 

Now  I knew  that  this  book  was  about  the  famed  coin  cabinet,  or  numophylacium, 
located  in  the  German  City  of  Ambach.  But  that  was  not  all. 

Lo  and  behold  three  pages  later  Lipsius  calls  a numismatist  a numophylax,  literally 
meaning  a coinjailor. 

I can’t  help  but  like  that  word:  numophylax.  To  me  it  sounds  good.  But  what  is 
more,  it  comes  closer  to  what  we  really  are:  caretakers  of  coin. 


1.  Our  word  prophylaxis,  i.e.  preventive  care,  comes  from  the  same  radix. 
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THE  l/24th  AND  l/12th  DIME  MERCADO 
DE  LEON  COINS  OF  LEON,  NICARAGUA 

Alan  Luedeking,  Miami,  Florida,  NI  # 2282 


1/12  Dime,  Mercado  de  Leon 


Var.  1,  1124  Dime,  Mercado  de  Leon 


Var.  2,  1/24  Dime,  Mercado  de  Leon 


The  copper  coins  or  tokens  of  the  town  market  of  Leon,  Nicaragua  are  known  to  exist 
in  two  unusual  denominations,  l/24th  Dime  and  1/1 2th  Dime.  This  appears  on  the 
reverse,  surrounded  by  two  simple  laurel  branches,  whose  stems  cross  at  6 O’clock, 
within  a denticled  border.  The  obverse  of  both  pieces  presents  the  words  MERCADO 
DE  LEON  (Market  of  Leon)  in  three  lines,  upon  empty  fields,  also  within  a denticled 
border  composed  of  elongated  beads.  The  l/24th  Dime  measures  21.7mm  in 
diameter,  is  1.35mm  thick,  and  weighs  3.9  grams.  The  1/1 2th  Dime  has  a diameter 
of  26.8mm,  is  1.8mm  thick,  and  weighs  7.3  grams. 

Beyond  this,  very  little  is  known  about  these  fascinating  pieces.  The  few  sources  of 
information  available  barely  begin  to  lift  the  shroud  of  mystery  which  surrounds  them, 
yet  offer  tantalizing  glimpses  of  the  how  and  why  of  their  existence.  At  best,  only 
a few  insights  may  be  drawn  from  the  historical  record  of  the  time... 

During  the  late  1840’s,  the  California  gold  rush  impelled  Americans  by  the  thousands 
to  seek  passage  west;  one  main  route  of  travel  saw  steamers  sail  down  the  Atlantic 
or  through  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  to  Greytown,  Nicaragua,  whence  a riverboat  up  the 
Rio  San  Juan  brought  passengers  to  Lake  Nicaragua,  where  another  boat  ferried  them 
across  to  the  city  of  Granada.  A short  trek  overland  to  the  Pacific  Ocean  completed 
the  crossing  through  Nicaragua,  and  so  onward  to  California.  This  route  later  became 
one  of  the  two  choices  for  a transoceanic  canal,  Panama  being  the  other. 
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Among  the  many  thousands  of  travelers  was  William  Walker,  later  to  become  one  of 
the  most  infamous  Americans  in  history.  Having  no  luck  in  California,  he  turned  to 
mercenary  activities  in  support  of  his  violent  pro-slavery  and  "Manifest  Destiny" 
views,  and  by  late  1853  turned  his  attentions  to  Nicaragua.  With  a band  of  followers 
he  offered  his  military  services  to  the  Liberal  party  of  Nicaragua,  headquartered  in 
Leon,  in  an  effort  to  defeat  the  Conservatives  of  Granada  in  their  long-standing  civil 
war.  After  numerous  skirmishes,  he  defeated  them;  then,  tricking  his  employers,  he 
seized  control,  declaring  himself  president  of  Nicaragua  amidst  the  turmoil  in  the  now 
very  weakened  government.  Among  those  who  saw  with  consternation  this  turn  of 
events  was  Cornelius  Vanderbilt  of  New  York,  whose  Accessory  Transit  Company 
of  Nicaragua  was  the  main  mover  of  the  countless  travelers  going  to  and  coming  from 
California.  He  saw  his  highly  profitable  venture  threatened,  and  soon  began  aiding 
Nicaragua  and  the  other  four  Central  American  countries,  which  now,  in  this  time  of 
need,  put  aside  their  differences  and  banded  together  for  a last  time  in  an  effort  to  rid 
themselves  of  the  infamous  Walker.  By  early  1857  wily  Willy  was  fleeing  for  his 
life.  He  was  later  captured  with  help  from  the  British,  brought  to  Honduras, 
blindfolded,  and,  to  the  relief  of  everybody,  executed  on  September  12,  1860. 

This  then,  was  the  setting  for  the  creation  of  our  copper  coins  from  Leon.  U.S.  half 
cents,  large  cents,  half  dimes,  and  dimes  had  long  been  popular  in  Nicaragua,  as 
thousands  had  been  left  behind  by  the  eager  gold  seekers.  Then,  as  always,  Nicaragua 
faced  an  acute  shortage  of  minor  coinage,  and,  reflecting  its  regard  for  the  quality  and 
uniformity  of  U.S.  coinage,  the  government  of  Nicaragua  issued  the  decree  of  October 
27,  1860,  wherein  it  officially  recognized  and  accepted  as  legal  tender  the  circulation 
of  U.S.  half  dimes  and  dimes  dated  I860.1  Earlier,  though,  the  government  had 
issued  the  Accord  of  September  12,  1859,  authorizing  the  Municipality  of  Leon  to 
coin  between  one-  and  two  hundred  pesos  of  copper  coins,  in  the  denominations  of 
1/2  and  1 centavo,  specifically  described  such  that  "every  24  fractions  thereof  be 
equivalent  to  the  value  of  one  Real  or  Dime,  since  that  is  the  fraction  into  which  the 
copper  pieces  now  used  are  exchanged  for  the  said  dime..."  Further,  the  accord 
stated  that  the  pieces  were  to  bear  the  words  MERCADO  DE  LEON  on  the  obverse; 
and  the  numeral  denoting  value,  CENTAVO,  and  1859  on  the  reverse.2  Such  pieces 
are  unknown  to  exist  today,  but  it  is  my  opinion  that  our  l/24th  and  l/12th  Dime 
pieces  are  the  result  of  this  decree,  and  may  initially  have  been  made  in  late  1 859  or 
early  1 860.  However,  as  they  do  not  conform  to  the  specifics  of  the  decree,  they  may 
be  the  coins  alluded  to  in  the  resolution  justifying  the  decree,  where  it  hints  about 
coins  "now  used"  in  the  Market  of  Leon  which  are  "exchanged"  24  to  a dime.  It  is 
more  likely  though,  that  these  were  the  numerous  U.S.  half  cents  and  large  cents  so 
popular  then  in  the  marketplaces  of  Nicaragua.  Another  possibility  is  that  this 
enigmatic  allusion  is  to  the  mysterious  1860  Republica  de  Nicaragua  Un  Centabo  (sic) 
copper  coin  about  which  even  less  is  known  today  except  that  it  is  rarer  by  far  than 
the  Mercado  de  Leon  pieces. 

Very  few  of  the  Mercado  de  Leon  coins  have  ever  been  sold  at  auction,  notable 
examples  being  the  l/24th  and  1/1 2th  Dime  mentioned  by  Ole  P.  Eklund  from  the 
Cutting  Collection  of  1898,  by  L.  H.  Low,3  and  the  l/24th  Dime  pieces  in  NASCA’s 
"Montreal  Collection"  December  1979.4  Neither  piece  had  ever  been  seen  by  Brian 
Stickney  or  Alcedo  Almanzar  at  the  time  of  publication  of  their  work  on  Nicaragua,5 
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nor  apparently  had  Robert  A Lamb,  who  illustrates  the  l/24th  Dime  in  a drawing 
(instead  of  a photograph)  in  his  work  on  the  coins  of  Nicaragua.6  The  only  other 
illustration  of  the  l/24th  Dime  known  to  me  is  the  photograph  in  the  work  of  Luis 
Cuadra  Cea  and  the  Central  Bank  of  Nicaragua.7  Incidentally,  this  work  also 
describes  the  l/24th  Dime  as  being  equal  to  one  centavo,  which  I believe  to  be 
incorrect,  as  its  weight  is  slightly  less  than  that  of  a U.S.  half  cent  (which  is  l/20th 
of  a dime).  The  correct  relation  should  be  l/24th  Dime  equals  a half  centavo.  This 
error  was  taken  up  by  Stickney/Almanzar  who,  in  the  introduction  to  their  work, 
equate  the  l/24th  Dime  to  one  centavo,  being  "thus  inflationary  by  nature",  and  so 
leading  to  numerous  contemporary  counterfeits  (of  which  one  very  lightweight 
example  can  be  seen  in  the  ANS  collection!).  I disagree  with  this,  and  ascribe  the 
error  to  a misinterpretation  of  the  authorizing  decree  in  the  Cuadra  book,8  where  the 
ratio  of  the  l/24th  fraction  of  a dime  to  centavo  is  not  made  clear;  and  also  to  the  fact 
that  the  l/12th  Dime  piece  was  unknown  to  him. 

Of  the  six  pieces  of  the  l/24th  Dime  known  to  me,  of  which  I have  seen  four,  there 
are  two  varieties,  with  small  differences  in  the  letters.  The  three  1/1 2th  Dimes  I have 
seen  appear  to  be  struck  from  the  same  dies,  though  one  of  them  has  an  "S"  heavily 
counterstamped  on  the  obverse,  probably  for  use  as  a hacienda  token  in  later  years. 
One  of  the  l/24th  Dime  pieces  has  a small  flower  counterstamped  on  the  obverse, 
well  worn,  probably  for  the  same  reason.  It  is  almost  certain  that  they  were  not 
struck  locally,  since  Nicaragua  has  never  been  known  to  have  had  a mint,  though 
several  attempts  to  establish  one  were  made,  apparently  never  succeeding.  It  now 
appears  that  they  were  struck  by  "The  Mint"  in  Birmingham,  England,  as  their  order 
records  indicate  "copper  medals"  of  l/12th  Dime  (6,600  pcs.)  and  l/24th  Dime 
(13,200  pcs.),  "reverse"  of  both  "Mercado  de  Leon"  being  ordered  in  late  1877!9 
Earlier  records  are  apparently  no  longer  available.  This  poses  the  mystery  of  why  so 
much  time  elapsed  between  the  Accord  of  September  1859  and  the  order  to  Heaton 
in  1877...  Was  it  a reorder?  If  so,  it  may  explain  the  odd  quantities.  It  may  also 
explain  why  two  die  varieties  exist  for  the  l/24th  Dime  within  such  a small  sample 
group. 

Both  of  these  Mercado  de  Leon  coins  can  be  considered  quite  scarce  today  and  are 
deserving  of  further  research  and  study.  This  is  sure  to  be  hampered  by  the  lack  of 
data,  since  many  of  Nicaragua’s  records  and  historical  documents  were  destroyed  in 
the  disastrous  Managua  earthquake  of  1931,  not  to  mention  the  chaotic  communist 
revolution  of  1979,  and  the  irresponsible  government  since. 
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.;<*************************************************************** 

MEXICO  PAPER  MONEY  "DO  YOU  KNOW"  SERIES 

Ed  Shlieker 

Do  you  know  that  the  "School  of  Arts"  at  Toluca,  Mexico  designed  and  printed 
currency  notes  during  the  revolution  of  1915?  They  are  the  Estado  Libre  y Soberano 
de  Mexico,  20-50  centavos  and  the  one  peso.  They  are  not  finely  detailed  as  no 
doubt  they  were  an  emergency  issue  designed  and  lithographed  rather  rapidly  for 
immediate  release.  The  school  name  appears  at  the  bottom  of  the  note  on  the 
obverse. 

********************************************************************* 

THE  GREEK  LETTER  "Y"  WAS  USED  BY  THE  ROMANS 

The  Romans  borrowed  the  letter  "Y"  from  the  Greeks  in  the  time  of  Cicero  (Marcus 
Tullius  Cicero  106-43  BC).  The  letter  was  inducted  into  the  Latin  alphabet  in  order 
to  express  more  precisely  the  sound  of  Upsilon.  The  letter  may  be  found  on  denarii 
of  several  bankers  from  the  early  Republican  period  of  Rome,  to  show  when  it  was 
first  used. 


(Submitted  by  R.  R.  Kutcher) 

************************  **********  **  ********  **********  *************** 

THE  SHROFFED  MONEY 

Shroffed  Money  is  money  that  has  been  submitted  to  experts,  called  "Shroffs",  or 
"Surrafs",  whose  duty  is  was  to  detect  the  counterfeits  or  pieces  of  inferior  weight. 
This  custom  was  resorted  to  in  the  Far  East  around  the  beginning  of  the  eighteenth 
century.  In  the  "History  of  India",  1862,  by  Beveridge,  he  states  that  Lord  Clive 
represented  that  "the  money  could  not  be  divided  till  it  was  shroffed". 


217 


(Submitted  by  R.  R.  Kutcher) 


FROM  THE  ARCHIVES  - 1 

Bob  Forrest , Manchester,  England,  N1  # 2382 

Whilst  leafing  through  the  plates  in  Jacob  Oiselius’s  Thesaurus  Numismatum 
Antiquorum,  published  in  Amsterdam  in  1677,  one  curious  looking  coin  stood  out 
from  the  rest  and  attracted  my  attention  (plate  CXIV,  no.  12,  reproduced  below). 


Anything  unfamiliar  or  odd-looking  excites  my  curiosity,  so  I turned  to  Oiselius’s 
commentary  on  it  (pp. 558-9)  to  learn  more.  Paraphrasing  Oiselius’s  scholarly  Latin, 
with  some  help  from  my  friend  Gerry  McCoy,  gives  the  following: 

The  coin  is  of  gold  and  was  found  with  nine  or  ten  others  of  the  same  kind  in  a field 
near  the  village  of  Voorhout  in  Holland  (=  Voorschoten,  near  Leyden?).  The  obverse 
shows  the  laureate  bust  of  an  old  man  around  which  is  the  garbled  legend 
DNINVVDOVSNIMAV  (the  letter  N is  reversed  in  the  legend).  The  reverse  shows 
a cross  within  a wreath  around  which  is  another  garbled  legend  riMVNIVIDSVNVM 
(the  letter  D and  the  second  N are  reversed  in  the  legend).  Oiselius  acknowledged 
that  it  was  difficult  to  be  sure  of  the  significance  of  these  legends,  but  he  interpreted 
the  obverse  thus:  D.N.INV.VDOV.S.N.IM.AV.  = Dominus  Noster  INVictus 

VDOValdes  Suo  Nomine  IMperator  AVgustus,  Vdolvaldes  referring  to  "the  sixth  king 
of  the  Goths  in  Italy,  whom  some  call  Ildovaldes,  others  Hildebrandes"  (i.e.  the  8th 
century  Lombardic  king  Hildebrand).  The  reverse  Oiselius  read  backwards  to  give 
MVNVS  DIVINVM  IT,  the  last  two  letters,  taking  I = J and  T = C,  standing  for 
JESV  CHRISTI  - i.e.  the  divine  gift  of  Jesus  Christ. 

Now  I certainly  didn’t  know  whether  Oiselius  was  right  or  wrong  in  any  or  all  of  this. 
I looked  up  the  catalogue  of  the  coins  of  the  Vandals,  Ostrogoths  and  Lombards  in 
the  British  Museum  and  found  that  though  Lombardic  bust  and  cross  types  with 
garbled  legends  and  reversed  N’s  were  quite  the  norm,  there  were  no  known  coins  of 
Hildebrand,  and  nothing  that  could  be  said  to  be  very  like  the  coin  reproduced  above. 
(The  trouble  with  old  illustrations  like  this  is  that  they  tend  not  to  be  actual  size,  and 
one  is  never  quite  sure  how  well  they  have  captured  the  style  of  a barbarous  original.) 
So  I circulated  a picture  round  a number  of  collectors  and  dealers  to  see  if  anyone 
recognised  the  type  from  anywhere. 

It  was  quite  some  time  before  my  curiosity  was  satisfied  and  Marcus  Phillips  came 
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up  with  the  solution.  The  coin  is  apparently  a gold  solidus  of  the  Frankish  king  Louis 
the  Pious  (AD  814-840),  and  an  original  rather  than  a Frisian  imitation.  The  reverse 
legend  is,  puzzlingly,  retrograde  and  is  (with  the  possible  exception  of  the  TI  - see 
reference  below)  correctly  interpreted  by  Oiselius,  but  the  obverse  is  actually  a 
garbled  rendering  of  LVDOVICVS  rather  than  VDOVALDES,  so,  ingenious  as 
Oiselius’s  interpretation  was,  it  was  somewhat  wide  of  the  mark.  Incidentally,  Marcus 
tells  me  that  these  coins  were  first  correctly  identified  in  1606,  some  years  before 
Oiselius  wrote.  For  an  illustration  of  the  type  and  its  Frisian  imitation  see  Philip 
Grierson’s  Coins  of  Medieval  Europe  (1991),  pp.39-40). 


******************************************************************** 


THE  ON-LE- VAULT 

This  is  the  popular  name  for  the  Denier  Blanc  of  Cambrai.  It  was  coined  in  1347  by 
Jean  Bougier  or  .Arras,  for  Guido  IV  of  Ventadour,  the  Bishop  of  Cambrai.  The  coin 
was  valued  at  two  Deniers  Teurnois. 


(Submitted  by  R.  R.  Kutcher) 

********************************************************************* 


THE  BRAGONE 

This  is  the  popular  name  in  Italy  for  the  Hungarian  Ducat  extensively  struck  during 
the  sixteenth  century.  The  word  is  a corruption  of  "brache",  or  trousers,  as  these 
coins  exhibit  the  standing  figure  of  the  ruler,  with  large,  expansive  breeches. 

(Submitted  by  R.  R.  Kutcher) 

********************************************************************* 

THE  DEVIL’S  BIT 

An  English  dialect  term,  "Devil’s  Bit",  is  the  threepenny  piece.  It  was  so  called 
because  proud  poor  people  would  not  give  copper  at  collections  in  church,  and 
therefore  used  the  smallest  silver  coin,  the  threepenny  piece. 

(Submitted  by  R.  R.  Kutcher) 

********************************************************************* 

ORICHALCUM 

Orichalcum  (mixture  of  copper  and  zinc)  was  a yellow  metal  alloy  used  by  the  early 
Romans  in  their  coins.  The  yellow  color  would  distinguish  coins  of  the  same  size  and 
struck  from  the  same  dies,  but  of  a different  denomination  that  those  that  were  struck 
from  the  reddish  copper. 


(Submitted  by  R.  R.  Kutcher) 
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MEMBER  NOTICE  PAGE 


Howard  A.  Daniel  III,  P.  O.  Box  626,  Dunn  Loring,  VA  221027-0626:  WANTED 
- Vietnamese,  Cambodian  and  Lao  financial  items  from  the  post  offices  and  their 
affiliated  agencies.  Official  publications  and  other  references  which  describe  their 
operations  also  wanted.  Telephone  tokens,  postal  money  orders  and  international  reply 
coupons  are  some  of  the  items  needed  for  my  reference  collections. 

Gustav  Lompa,  Leuchterstr.  221,  51069  Koln,  Germany:  WANTED  - Medals 
relating  to  Ottoman  Empire  history  (persons,  events).  Single  offers  or  lists  welcome. 
Please  describe  and  write  before  mailing. 

Scott  Semans,  P.  O.  Box  22849,  Seattle,  WA  98122  (2061-322-4180:  BUY  OR 
BORROW  for  my  own  reference:  Ponterio  Sales  #49,  52,  53,  59;  all  Sotheby  & 
Spink  Islamic  sales;  Jeff  Zarit  FPL’s  #143-146,  148-151,  153-156,  158,  159,  161,  164, 
165.  I am  BUYING  auction  catalogs  & FPL’s  from  the  following:  Album,  Cordry, 
Format,  A1  Tom,  F.  Robinson,  J.  Zarit;  Money  Co.,  Spink-Taisei,  Spink  (with  Asia 
material),  some  .25,  most  .50-$5+.  Others  wanted  as  well  - don’t  throw  it  out,  send 
it  to  me  - I’ll  at  least  cover  postage,  whatever  it  is. 

J.  Mary,  333  Valluvar  Nagar,  Dharmapuri  - 636705,  Tamil  Nadu,  India:  I collect 
U.  S.  Coins,  German  Thalers,  Olympic  Coins  of  the  World,  Coins  of  Small  Islands 
and  Obscure  Countries. 

William  Snyder,  P.  O.  Box  1242,  Cookeville,  TN  38503:  Information  on  error  coins 
available,  and  wanted.  A data  base  of  known  World  mis-struck  coins  is  being  kept. 
Over  1400  different  brockages,  off-centers,  double  strikes,  etc.  are  listed  in  detail.  If 
you  would  like  information  on  the  coins  of  any  country,  or  can  provide  information 
on  any  that  you  own,  or  have  seen  for  sale,  please  write. 

Ralph  A.  Cannito,  P.  O.  Box  304,  Washington,  NJ  07882:  WANTED  - 

Islamic/ Arabic  hammered  silver  coinage.  From  622  AD  to  1900  AD;  especially 
interested  in  rupees,  multiple  and  Nazarana  rupees  of  Afghanistan,  Indian  Princely 
States  and  the  Mughal  Empire.  Also  interested  in  Ottoman  & Persian  Empire  silver 
coinage  and  many  others.  Buying  one  coin  or  a collection.  Dealers  and  collectors 
offers  are  welcome. 

Phil  Wing,  P.  O.  Drawer  58204,  Cincinnati,  Ohio  45258;  British  Coins  Wanted  - 
All  Hammered  silver  and  gold  coins  Fine  and  Better.  All  silver  coins  1660-1760  VF 
or  better.  All  gold  Guineas  VF  or  Better.  Will  buy  for  cash  or  trade  for  other  coins. 
Please  send  or  write. 

NI  ATTRIBUTION  SERVICE:  See  page  30  of  the  February,  1993  issue  for  rules 
regarding  sending  items  in  for  attribution,  or  write  to  the  Chairman  of  the  Attribution 
Service  at  the  regular  Dallas  address  before  sending  items. 


220 


